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Mined Your Own Waste

My name is Dr. Helen Rosenbaum. I have recently come on board with the 
Mineral Policy Institute as Campaign Coordinator for the Mined Your Own 
Waste (MYoW) campaign. The MYoW coalition is facilitated by MPI, and 
consists of an international coalition of over 30 organisations calling for 
the elimination of the dumping of mine waste into waterways.

Today we are asking for you to support the growing  
campaign for the safe disposal of mine waste.

At MPI we value your support. Supporting us means you are supporting a key Australian based mining 
industry watchdog. In our work to campaign for the safe disposal of mine waste we continue to build 
strong relationships with the local communities who are directly aׅected. By holding the interests of 
communities as paramount in the work that we do MPI has been able to expose national, regional and 
international mine waste disasters. This has included exposing the massive cyanide spill by Australian 
owned mining company Esmeralda in Romania and the release of cyanide pellets into Papua New 
Guineaõs pristine rainforest at the Australian owned, Dome Resources, Tolokuma mine.

The 2008 MYOW campaign builds on this initial appeal.  We work to inׇuence governments, mining 
companies and ׆nancial institutions to employ safe methods of waste disposal.

In particular we focus on:

Å Supporting the struggles of local communities to stop the disposal of waste into waterways and to 
exercise their rights of free and prior informed consent over any impacts of mine waste

Å Increasing awareness amongst the general public, decision-makers, ׆nancial institutions, and the 
mining industry of the impacts of the disposal of waste into waterways

Å Promoting the independent scienti׆c analysis of the environmental and public health risks associated 
with the dumping of waste into waterways.

Å Seeking the policy commitment of key stakeholders associated with mining projects to phase out the 
disposal of mine waste into waterways.
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